
Getting into HE:  The Applicant Journey



There are over 37,000 undergraduate courses

at over 370 providers in the UK.

 305 +

 40,000 +

 UCAS is the central organisation through which 

applications are processed for entry to full-time higher 

education courses in England, Wales, Scotland and 

Northern Ireland.

 Undergraduate degrees

 Foundation degrees

 HNC / HND

 Certificate / Diploma of higher education

Universities/Colleges

Courses



The UCAS journey
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▪ Potential applicant researches and finds a course

▪ Registers online with UCAS Apply

▪ Completes form and processes payment

▪ Academic reference added by school / college

▪ School / college sends form electronically to UCAS

▪ UCAS processes form and forwards to chosen HEIs

▪ HEIs submit decisions (offer or unsuccessful)

▪ Applicant views decisions on Track

▪ Applicant replies to offers on Track (Firm / Insurance)

▪ HEIs confirm places when results are released



Summary…

1. Course search - summer

2. Personal statement - summer

3. Apply - Sept/Oct



Key features of admissions scheme

 Maximum of 5 choices

 Some choice restrictions:

 Medicine, Veterinary, Dentistry – max 4 choices

 Oxford or Cambridge

 Simultaneous consideration

 ‘Invisibility’

 Application fee for 2017 - £24 or £13 for single choice



 15 October:

 Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary and Oxbridge 

applications 

 15 January:

 Deadline for all courses except those with 15 October 

and 24 March deadline

 24 March:

 Deadline for some art and design courses

However a school may give earlier deadlines

Important dates



Online

research



Course research   →     “Course search”

•2017

•subject

•single subject

•entry requirements

•Irish qualifications – Leaving Cert.

•college website



Keep it
relevant



Personal Statement - its all about you 

 Your opportunity to tell the institutions about you:

 What are your academic achievements – talk about a 

piece of work you are particularly proud of 

 How do your current academic achievements link to 

your chosen subject?

 What interests you about your chosen subject area:

 Why does it interest you?

 What do you already know about it?

 What elements of the subject do you particularly enjoy 

and why?

 Life after university – where will it take you? 



Universities – a good starting point







Personal Statement STATS

Maximum characters 4000

Maximum lines 47

No bold, italics or underlined

Apply times out after 35 minutes

of inactivity

No spelling or grammar check

Only 1 PS for every subject

1     Spelling 

2     Grammar

3     Naming one University

4     Just listing activities  

5     First attempt is final version

1       I have always . . . .

2       My interest in . . . . 

3       I would like to study . . . .

4       I have chosen . . . .

5       My decision to . . . . 

5 most common mistakes . . .

. . .definitely avoid these

5 very common phrases used 

in opening sentence …

…try and avoid them

UCAS



What will the reader be looking for?

Time 

management

Independent 

study skills

Commitment, 

interest, enthusiasm

Numeracy, literacy 

and essay writing

Research skills

Relevant work 

experience

Extra curricular 

activities= relevant (and transferable) 

skills and abilities



Where to start?

 What makes you unique? 

 It doesn’t matter what 

you’ve done provided it 

reflects the skills and 

attributes that the 

institution have expressed 

are important.

 Here are some example 

questions that you could 

use to help…



Some questions that might help…. 

List any prizes you 
have won.

What has been your 
biggest achievement 

and why?

Has anyone 
motivated you? If so, 

who and why?

Do you have a 
favourite book / 
film? How has it  
influenced you?

Have you faced any 
difficulties in life? 
Did it change you?

Have you worked hard 
for something and finally 

achieved your goal?

Where do you see 
yourself in 5 years 

time?



Avoid writing lists

I play hockey for the school, I sing in the choir, I belong to a

drama society, I am taking part in the Gaisce Award, I work in

Tesco on Saturdays and I shop for my granny on Mondays

after school.

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dailyclipart.net/wp-content/uploads/medium/Sports8.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dailyclipart.net/clipart/category/sports-clip-art/&usg=__Ip4jQXMT2upG6jhmDtWqQYMLQW0=&h=467&w=340&sz=19&hl=en&start=50&tbnid=kLx599lDgQ2wBM:&tbnh=128&tbnw=93&prev=/images?q=playing+football+clip+art&gbv=2&ndsp=20&hl=en&sa=N&start=40
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dailyclipart.net/wp-content/uploads/medium/Sports8.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dailyclipart.net/clipart/category/sports-clip-art/&usg=__Ip4jQXMT2upG6jhmDtWqQYMLQW0=&h=467&w=340&sz=19&hl=en&start=50&tbnid=kLx599lDgQ2wBM:&tbnh=128&tbnw=93&prev=/images?q=playing+football+clip+art&gbv=2&ndsp=20&hl=en&sa=N&start=40
http://www.betley.staffs.sch.uk/Photos/School Choir at Doddlespool.JPG
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Expand on your activities

I have been an active member of the School Musical Society for

the last three years. This has been exciting as I have had the

opportunity to work collaboratively in a creative context with

other students, to design sets and costumes for “The Importance

of Being Earnest” and “Sweeney Todd”. I am sure this

experience will prove to be valuable as I study costume design.
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http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dailyclipart.net/wp-content/uploads/medium/Sports8.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dailyclipart.net/clipart/category/sports-clip-art/&usg=__Ip4jQXMT2upG6jhmDtWqQYMLQW0=&h=467&w=340&sz=19&hl=en&start=50&tbnid=kLx599lDgQ2wBM:&tbnh=128&tbnw=93&prev=/images?q=playing+football+clip+art&gbv=2&ndsp=20&hl=en&sa=N&start=40
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Concluding Personal Statements

End personal statement on a positive note, use opportunity to impress

“I am looking forward to becoming a psychologist”

OR

“I am passionate about working with young children in the future 

and therefore am highly determined to make the most of my 

degree and achieve my ambition to become a developmental 

psychologist.”



Activity 

Benefit

Course

Activity 

Benefit

Course

What you’ve done 

What skills it has given you

How these relate to your course

Personal statement ABC RULE

Good 

Better

Best



Keep it honest…

… and when I’m not working towards World

Peace, I enjoy learning languages from scratch,

writing symphonies and playing a standard of

golf that Rory Mcilroy can only dream about.



Similarity Detection Service

 Personal Statements are checked against a library of 

those already in the system, and from a variety of 

websites and paper publications

 Each new statement is added to the library after 

processing


